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WASHINGTO?

To the Editor of The Washington Times.
Dear Sir: Twenty years ago I came to Washington a young man,
filled with ambition. 1 was one of the first in my part of the country
to pass a civil service examination, and I entered the departmental serv-
what abilities I had and rendering

D. C., April 26, 1905.

ice with strong hopes of developing
& good account of them by working for the Government. Today every
chance of doing anything with my gone. I am a hack,
hemmed in by the restrictions and little politics of one of the u=part-
ments, and I am utterly unable to get work anywhere else. In the ret-
rospect of forty-four yvears my life is a decided failure. 5

I have written out the story of my transformation clearly and hon-
estly. I have found ii necessary to cinange names, of course, but all
the other details are accurate reports of my own experience.

I believe that if the young men of today could read my story, they
would find it a powerful warning against entering the service where in-

abilities is

I

dividual abkility counts for nothing, or almost nothing, and ambition is

our eharts aching the instant the first
stifled beyend hope. For that reason I hope you can find room in your proofs came. For the title page ascrib-
paper for the inclosed, with the understanding that, if you use it, you 'f(,l all the labor to the secretary and
did not even mention my name. My

are to edit out none of the facts.
the address on the inclosed slip.

If you cannot use it, please return to heart was so heavy and my mind so

dazed 1 could not, at first, grasp the

Very truly yours, situation. I spoke to Colonel Powell
about it at once, and the answer he

A COG IN THE WHEEL.

made—sympathetic and kind as it was

clinched my disappointment hopelessly.
“I understand exactly how you feel,”

he said. “It is something of a surprise
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With that new interest ahead, the
wife forgot her fears for my future, and
set about contentedly to make the houss
ready. We bought some lumber from
the saw-mill, that I might make a dress-
ing table, and Annie gathered pleces from
every source to make a quilt. For a
month I planed and sawed and ham-
mered, while my gentle wife snipped
and basted, and sewed.

I should have been studying
This was to be my third year in
school, the only year that did not deal
with the law chiefly as a review of
what I had learned at home. When a

instead.
the law

could pay cash for it; otherwise he had
to charge us full price for a ton deliv-
ered at a time. We would have been
glad to choose the first method, but we
could not, and before we Kncw it we
were $20 behind with the second. Our
. th a bound.
instead of

-ugtomed

provision bill also went up wi
We were feeding four, now,
two, and with a new cook
to" country plenty—who used butter,
lard, eggs and milk with a prodigal
inability to appreciate their cost.

Four other bills worried me greatly:
We had still to pay about $i5) on our
furniture; my law school cost me $i2 a
month; to please Annie I bought some
new clothes before our two mothers
came—that was 350 more; and while at
work on my compilation I und=rtook to
buy on installments an encyclopedia of
law—that was $135 more. The payments
on these accounts amounted to 340 a
month. My income was $100 a month.
When I deducted the money due on in-
stallments, therefore, we had left for our
Hving expenses only 0. Yet cur rent,
coal, and provisions at that time, with
my commutation charges and the in-
cessant buying of sewing material, more
than consumed 3100 a month,

"
Putting Off the Collectors.

This burst upon me when I first found
it necessary to put off the collectors.
We had begun housekeeping determined
to keep out of debt. We kepl our pro-
visfon bills paid as regularly as the day

w

in nervous fear that every messenger
from the Secretary’'s office was sent to
conduct me to my creditors. 1 kept
away from the street of the furniture
store, and I made a detour on my way

to the station to escape the tailor. But
no subterfuges could carry peace to my
mind. Nothing but money could do
that.

At home I tried to be cheerful, and ¥
was. It is very strange, I think, that
when the heart is chilled through and
through a man can nevertheless forget
all about his trouble if only he tries to
do so for the sake of somebedy eise. 1
was trying for Annie's sake.

One day the message came—from Mr.
- H= told me simply that
a tailor had filed a complaint against
me. That, he sald. was his official duty.
As he spoke he zrose from his chair,
came sround the Gesk to me, who stood
there so humihated I could not speak,
and caught me by the elbow.

9w “w
A Friend in Need.

“Look here. lad,” he said, jwith his
eyes on the floor. ““you are in a pretiy
tight fix, aren’t you? Why don't you
borrow mcney and pay .this fellow®
Don’'t be afraid to speak up. That
would help yvou, wouldn't it? How mucah
do you need to tide you over this
month? Thirty dollars? Why, I'll lend
it to you In a minute.”

He had his check book out instantly.
He was writing in it before I eould

either indicate a protest or mumble my
thanks, The check was in my hands
while I stiil hesitated, Then the Assist-
ant Secretary said:

“Learn a lesson from an old friend »f

yvour father's, boy. Never let a men
hound you for debt when borrowing

will keep him away. Don't steal from
Peter to pay Paul—borrow from him,
And rmake damn good and sure that
Paul is noJ6-percenter. Now try to get
straight in a month.”

I wanted to thank him earnestly.
wanted to explain to him how thes
debts had come into existence. I want-
ed, more than overything else, to find
some G to talik 't all over with. But
I only dropped my head ou my breast
an instant and shambled oL,

That night I tcld the wlole story to
Annie, 2s she sat with her arm thrust
along the table-top and her cheek on
her elbow. I tried to pass it off as one
of these financial diffi S every man
has to solve periodically But the lit-
tle wife would not have it so. She lift-
! ed her head and put both hands across

I

Ez‘.:u table toward me with a motion of
{ tenderest sympathy. *“You ought
to have told me,” she said,

“You ought to have told me. We ought
to bear our burdens together, Philip.”
at she turned as though to go
, and s o the floor in a faint.
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A New Arrival.

Qut « 1d confusion of
1 1, the scur feet, the hur-
ried calls for the doctor at night, the
long siege of illness in the darke d
room, the silent sympathy of the men
at the office, the dull realization that
little daughter had come into our home,
the intermingling of the littie one’'s

cry, piercing and strange, with chuckles

and e ile-songs from t two grand-
mothers—out of all this I have now \ml,\'i
distinet memory. It that i
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wife. It will do yeu no good to ask
me”’—waving me toward his door—*%

promised Mr. Chamberlain I would not
tell. But 1 guess vou might just as well
go home now and find out. You will
not be worth much here today."” .

When I reached home I found the lit-
wife, propped up against the pillows
and a promise of her old color in her
cheeks. She held out a letter to me
with both hands, exclaiming as I came
into the room:

“Oh, Philip, read ft—read it. I think
everybody in the world is trying to be
kind to us.”

I dld read—thgse words, swimming
and blurred toward the end In spite of
their stff and sharp-pointed penmane
\ip;

“To the Mother of the New Little Gir
and the Wife of Philip Schuvlar:

“Two old men send you their bast
wishes and the little daughter thelp
best congratulations. They think not
many babies are born to so beautiful &
childhood. They want you both fo.know
how highly they esteem the little girl's
father, and they think it may help
{especially the baby) if you know tg
the department has raised his salary
$200 a year. He earned this by making
our office laws so clear that even old
men with bad eyes can seeo through
them. Tha! is the chlef reason why we
are glad to send you this news, and to
subscribe ourselves, dear madam, Youk
very numble servants,

“HENRY W. POWELIL,

#JUIIUS C. CHAMBERLAIN,”
% -4

Trap Sprung on ("Mara.

Each klessing has so far forerun ane
other. The coming of the m.t‘le daugh-
ter, the convalescence of the mother,
the increase of my salary, ths kindness
of my superiors, had all been links in a
ehain. The end was not yet. News
greeted me at the office which, while
of vastly less importance than any of
these items, was still laden with rellef.
it was that O’'Mara had been summoned
before the Secretary on charges.

The office gossips exploited half g
score of different accusations. Mr.
O’Mara had defaulted with the funds of
his athletic assoeciation. He had en=
dorsed certair: office papers fraudulently.
He had written a letter attacking
Colonel Pcwell. He had engaged on =
regular caimpaign to have that official
discredited.

I learned the truth from Mr,
pherson, who had it from th
ment clerk, who had it in tumz

t1a

Mac-

g Jr

Sccremr('b confidentiai  steuog
F was accused, i ste nu=jly

own handwriting, of
gross insubordination.

The charge coriginated with Donnelly,
who d bee watening the 3

chief like the good mouser he

that those cierks were ior
and fewer cases for the .uspe
law cleris,

Thereu
an atiori

n he sprung his trap

He had
Y decoy U siara with a4 iewter
making compiaint at some pretended

delay. The aiv
was, put his foot on the spring and
answered ihe aillorney OvVer his own
signature, explaining ihat the deiay was
Que o certaln recent changes in bureau

on chiei, sharp as he

methods, that despite the changes, he
would try 10 guard against it g cases
affecting this attorney, and that the

attorney would do well, in the future, to
write Mr, O’ Mara personally,

The attorney, more or less genuinelv
sent this letter to the
Secretary without comment, and when
its author first heard that it had been
returned to the office, it was in explana~-
tion of an order that he show cause
why he should not be dismissed.

1 despised ’sara then. I do now.
But I was moved te admire his grit.
First he obtained a delay of two weeks.
Next, he renewed his oid siege of the
Secretdry's office with Congressmen.
Next, he acknowledged the lciter and
formally explained that it was a mis-
take due to overzeal in behalf of the
service. When all these shots failed, he
fired his last gun by having one of his
Senatorial supporters have the whole
proceeding quashed on condition that ke
resign,

ue [

=

He “Falls on His Feet.”

80 O'Mara, the upstart, lar, apostate,
incompetent, and disorganizer, left the
service with his head high, with fowers
on the desk he had demeaned, and with
his self-esteem apparently unshaken
He had risen suddenly, and he fell sud-
denly. That was the way of the world,
and O'Mara was oo much & man of the
worid to be surprised. But he fell on
his feet. If the papers were not fooled
this time as he had fooled them gonce
before, at least none of them printed
the version of the incident which they
Within a
been made the District
great contracting company.
And the papers published that.

Surely ail s—from the great bless-
ings at home to t lesser ones in the

week he had
agent for a

r
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of shoutd have made me altogether
happy. Yet it did not. Every joy was
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shh of food represented so
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(To Be Continued Next Sunday.)
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